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Interoperability Levels

Level 5
Standards-Based
Shared Systems

Applications
Events of any scale

Urban and rural locations

Any size geographic coverage
area

Any radio frequency band

Methodology

All radios built to a common
standard

Radios connect via infrastructure
or talkaround as appropriate

Level 4
Proprietary Shared Systems

Small to large scale events
Cross band
Limited geoaraphic areas

Radios talk to each other via
infrastructure from the same
manufacturer

Multiple agencies use the same
system

Level 3
Shared Channels

Small to moderate scale events
involving 2-4 agencies

FPlanned or unplanned events

Users manually switch to
assigned frequencies when
instructed to do so

Talkgroups identified in advance

Level 2
Gateways (Console Patch)

Small to moderate scale events

Preplanned interoperable
communications

Links established between
disparate systems by dispatcher

Unmanned interface box, or
mobile apparatus

Level 1
Swap Radios

Immediately following a disaster
Small events

Situations in which no other
interoperability strategy is
available

Agency personnel physically hand
out radios upon arrival at scene
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Communications
Interoperability

Comprehensive Voice
Interoperability

Desktop Sprint
PCs
e Nextel

Phones

Radio
Interoperability

Cell Phones

PSTN
Analog
Phones

Instant
Messaging

PDAs
Blackberries
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